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December 4, 2020

Dear Chairwoman Lehner, Ranking Minority Member Teresa Fedor, and Members
of the Senate Education Committee:

We are writing in response to House Bill 436 addressing initiatives related to
dyslexia. As members of the State University of Education Deans (SUED) and the
Ohio Association for Private Colleges of Teacher Education (OAPCTE), we
applaud the attention to this important issue. Without reservation, we endorse
increased attention to literacy, early intervention, and screening for dylsexia.

As the legislature considers actions to advance professional development and
knowledge of inservice teachers, we thought it might be helpful for Ohio’s
legislators to know more about what Ohio’s educator preparation programs are
doing to prepare future educators to work effectively with students with dyslexia. In
fact, Ohio’s educator preparation programs have made concerted efforts to
prepare future teachers to identify students with language-based learning
disabilities and employ research-based intervention strategies.

While there was no official requirement regarding dyslexia in teacher preparation
programs prior to 11/11/2016, most teacher preparation programs included
preparation in this area, primarily in their reading courses. Legislation that passed
in 2015-2016 and went into effect on 11/11/2016, OAC 3333-1-05 k, requires that
all teacher preparation programs include Effective Methods of Instruction for
Individuals with Dyslexia in accordance with the International Dyslexia
Association (IDA) Standards. Each teacher preparation program must provide
evidence of how the program’s curriculum includes the IDA standards when the
program goes through ODHE program review. Each new program and existing
program must meet the IDA standards in order to gain state approval/re-approval.
For example, many programs have designed learning modules and similuations
that align with IDA standards and integrated these into existing courses related to
phonics and disciplinary literacy/content reading. We would be happy to provide
access to one or more of these modules for the committee to review.

When the IDA requirement first went into effect, each program was required to
submit a Dyslexia Course Rating Tool to demonstrate how the IDA Standards
were being met in the program. In addition, The Ohio State University joined a
consortium of other universities across the country to develop a certificate program
that is accredited by the International Dyslexia Association (International Dyslexia
Association Accredits 9 Universities). More than five years ago, Bowling Green
State University implemented Ohio’s first dual-licensure (general education and
special education) inclusive early childhood program. Since then, numerous other
public and private universitites have done the same



http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/3333-1-05
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dyslexiaida.org_international-2Ddyslexia-2Dassociation-2Daccredits-2Dnine-2Duniversities-2Dfor-2Dmeeting-2Dteacher-2Dpreparation-2Dstandards-2Din-2Dreading_&d=DwMFAg&c=3buyMx9JlH1z22L_G5pM28wz_Ru6WjhVHwo-vpeS0Gk&r=EMBbOiDomQcVJzq3gN_VdU880n8hGKftMHh5LZnE4r0&m=yQcFAykNUvr13T0xVqOrN0ztXz3A1K6UNtZpEijhKSM&s=AvC25MxnS2YwZ6pfmLWju0XLIBXNgMm_P5_kKNCbfhU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dyslexiaida.org_international-2Ddyslexia-2Dassociation-2Daccredits-2Dnine-2Duniversities-2Dfor-2Dmeeting-2Dteacher-2Dpreparation-2Dstandards-2Din-2Dreading_&d=DwMFAg&c=3buyMx9JlH1z22L_G5pM28wz_Ru6WjhVHwo-vpeS0Gk&r=EMBbOiDomQcVJzq3gN_VdU880n8hGKftMHh5LZnE4r0&m=yQcFAykNUvr13T0xVqOrN0ztXz3A1K6UNtZpEijhKSM&s=AvC25MxnS2YwZ6pfmLWju0XLIBXNgMm_P5_kKNCbfhU&e=

for various grade levels, Graduates of these programs are uniquely qualified to meet the needs of all
learners in Ohio’s classrooms.

Each teacher preparation program in Ohio is also required to provide preparation in Reading in accordance
with the standards outlined in the Reading Core Requirement that went into effect in 2003-2004 (ORC
3319.24 and OAC 3301-24-05). In addition to the Reading Core Requirement, in 2016-2017, the state
revised the Ohio Reading Competencies to include more emphasis on dyslexia and each teacher
preparation provider in Ohio iss required to incorporate these into each program’s curricula. In February
2018, the state revised the Reading Core Requirement as well as the requirement for all Reading
Endorsement programs. Each program must now demonstrate alignment to the standards outlined in that
requirement.

We hope that you will find this information helpful. As the Senate Education Committee continues this
important work, please know that we stand ready to assist and support your efforts.

Sincerely,

Dawn Shinew, Ph.D.

Chair, State University Education Deans

Dean and Professor

College of Education and Human Development
Bowling Green State University

Julie MclIntosh, Ed.D.

President, Ohio Association for Private Colleges of Teacher Education
Dean and Professor

College of Education

Findlay University
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